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1
HAND DRYER WITH SANITIZING
IONIZATION ASSEMBLY

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation-in-part of PCT Patent
Application Serial Number PCT/US12/67506 filed Dec. 2,
2012, entitled “Dryer And Splash Guard” which claims
priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No.
61/566,413 filed Dec. 2, 2011, entitled “Splash Guard For
Hand Dryers And Low Surface Mount ADA Compliant
Hand Dryer,” claims priority to U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/751,491 filed Jan. 28, 2013, entitled “Backplate” and
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/660,301
filed Jun. 15, 2012, entitled “Ion Generation Device,” and
claims priority to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/188,
764 filed Jul. 22, 2011, entitled “Bipolar Ionization Device”
and U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/485,178
filed May 12, 2011, entitled “Permanent Bi-polar lonization
Tube,” with the entirety of said applications being consid-
ered part of the disclosure of this application and hereby
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is generally directed to a hand dryer
assembly for drying the hands of a user, and more particu-
larly to a hand dryer assembly that includes an ionization
assembly emitting charged ions into the moving air stream
produced by the hand dryer assembly to sanitize the moving
air stream, the surrounding air pulled into the moving air
stream, the hands of the user, and surfaces of the hand dryer
assembly and any surfaces adjacent thereto.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Wall or surface mounted hand dryer assemblies have been
used for many years in washrooms, locker rooms, and the
like for drying a user’s hands after washing. Originally, most
of these hand dryer assemblies produced a low velocity
moving air stream, causing the drying process of the hands
to be fairly slow. To speed up the drying process, many
manufactures created high-speed or high velocity hand dryer
assemblies. Both low and high velocity hand dryer assem-
blies are advantageous over traditional paper towel dispens-
ers in several respects. Namely, hand dryer assemblies
eliminate paper towel usage and its associated cost to the
facility and the environment. Hand dryer assemblies pro-
mote low maintenance facilities as less trash is generated
when paper towel use is eliminated.

Typical hand dryer assemblies that are known in the art
generally include a backplate configured to be mounted
against a support structure such as a wall. An outer shell is
attached to the backplate with the outer shell including an air
inlet for receiving ambient air disposed outside of the outer
shell and a blower assembly is located within the cavity of
the outer shell. The blower assembly generates a moving air
stream which exits from a nozzle extending through the
outer shell. Operation of the blower assembly is accom-
plished by either a push button disposed on the outer shell
or a motion sensor detecting the presence of the hands of the
user adjacent the nozzle.

Such hand dryer assemblies also present some drawbacks.
Washrooms, by their nature, may contain unusually high
amounts of bacteria, viruses, and other pathogens. These
microorganisms and the like may contaminate the surfaces
of the washroom as well as the ambient air even when the
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washroom is diligently cleaned. Hand dryer assemblies must
operate within this hostile environment. Concern is that the
moving air stream produced by the hand dryer assembly
may contain high concentrations of airborne microorgan-
isms since the hand dryer assembly draws in ambient air
from the washroom. To address this problem, some manu-
factures have added various filters, including HEPA filters,
to remove many of these microorganisms from the moving
air stream.

The addition of the filter to the hand dryer assembly
presents several drawbacks and may have a limited effect.
First, filters must be changed periodically and therefore add
to the maintenance of the hand dryer assembly. Second, as
filters traditionally were not common, many facilities do not
have procedures in place for regularly changing filters in
hand dryer assemblies. All of the above add to the operating
costs of the hand dryer assembly, well beyond the purchase
price of replacement filters. Third, as many wall mounted
hand dryer assemblies are placed in high use or high crime
areas, they are manufactured to be vandal resistant, which
makes changing the filter more difficult. Fourth, while
traditional hand dryer assemblies that do not employ filters
are fairly maintenance free, if a filter is not regularly
replaced, the performance of the hand dryer assembly will
degrade significantly over time and that may eventually
damage the hand dryer assembly. For example, the restricted
air flow caused by an old filter may cause the hand dryer
assembly to overheat leading to failure of the electric motor
or heating element. Fifth, as air movement is restricted
through a dirty filter, the blower assembly may find ways to
pull air around the filter instead of through the filter. Sixth,
the filter blocks the free movement of the moving air stream
so the blower assembly typically must be uprated to provide
the additional suction necessary to pull the desired velocity
and volume of moving air stream through the filter. Accord-
ingly, such hand dryer assemblies typically have poorer
performance and are less energy efficient.

Another problem with hand dryer assemblies that employ
a filter to clean the moving air stream is that the filter may
be largely ineffective. The applicant has found that for hand
dryers employing a filter that while the moving air stream air
that exits the nozzle is generally filtered, the air that hits the
user’s hands is less so. More specifically, the moving air
stream pulls in ambient air after the moving air stream exits
the air outlet of the hand dryer assembly. Since the moving
air stream includes ambient, entrained air that does not pass
through the hand dryer assembly or the filter contained
therein, the filter does not significantly reduce the particles
or microorganisms relative to filterless hand dryer assem-
blies.

Another issue with many current hand dryer assemblies,
particularly high-speed hand dryer assemblies, is that spray
water from the drying of the user’s hands may accumulate
on surrounding surfaces of the hand dryer assembly and the
support structure such as the walls and floor of the wash-
room. This errant spray may carry microorganisms from the
ambient air or poorly washed hands of the user and thereby
contaminate and grow on these surfaces. Accordingly, what
is needed is a hand dryer assembly that sanitizes the moving
air stream, the hands of the user, and surrounding surfaces of
the hand dryer assembly and/or the washroom.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is generally directed to a hand dryer
assembly for drying the hands of a user. The hand dryer
generally may include an outer shell and a blower assembly
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disposed within the outer shell for generating a moving air
stream. The hand dryer assembly includes an air outlet for
discharging the moving air stream from the hand dryer
assembly into ambient air disposed outside the outer shell.
An air channel extends through the blower assembly and to
the air outlet. Thus, the air channel communicates the
moving air stream through the hand dryer assembly and to
the air outlet. An ionization assembly is disposed along the
air channel, preferably proximate to the nozzle, and more
preferably with the nozzle. The ionization assembly includes
at least two ion sources that emit charged ions directly into
the moving air stream. The charged ions in the moving air
stream are capable of sanitizing the hands of the user, the
moving air steam, the ambient air that is entrained into the
moving air stream after the moving air stream exits the air
outlet, and various surrounding surfaces including surfaces
of the hand dryer assembly and proximate walls and floors
of the washroom. Since the charged ions have a short
lifetime before combining with other molecules and losing
their charge, the ionization assembly is designed to quickly
transport the charged ions to the hands of the user and to be
proximate to the outlet nozzle.

According to another aspect of the present invention, the
ionization assembly includes a plasma power supply elec-
trically connected to a power source. The power source,
which may be a controller, supplies electricity of a pre-
determined voltage to the hand dryer assembly. The plasma
power supply then receives the electricity of the pre-deter-
mined voltage from the power source and generates elec-
tricity having a voltage that is greater than the pre-deter-
mined voltage of the electricity supplied by the power
source. In other words, the plasma power supply steps up or
increases the voltage of the electricity supplied by the power
source of the hand dryer assembly. The high voltage elec-
tricity from the plasma power supply is then supplied to the
ion sources where a voltage difference produced between the
ion sources generates the charged ions.

According to another aspect of the present invention, the
ion sources of the ionization device may be at least one pair
of carbon brushes being oppositely charged and electrically
connected to the plasma power supply to receive electricity
from the plasma power supply and emit charged ions of
opposite charges into the moving air stream. Each carbon
brush may present a single or pointed end or alternatively
may present a plurality of bristles with each bristle including
a base and a pointed end for stripping electrons from the
electricity generated by the plasma power supply. As elec-
trons flow from the base to the pointed end of each bristle,
the electrons are discharged into the moving air stream as
charged ions.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention,
the ionization assembly includes a brush holder supporting
the at least one pair of carbon brushes in a substantially
aligned and spaced relationship with respect to one another.
Moreover, the brush holder may be mounted along the air
channel to support the pair of carbon brushes transverse to
the moving air stream such that the pair of carbon brushes
extend substantially transverse to a flow direction of the
moving air stream. Additionally, the brush holder may be
located proximate to the air outlet such that the moving air
stream need only carry the charged ions a short distance
before impacting the hands of the user. The brush holder
may also be configured to hold the carbon brushes in a
spaced apart arrangement where the carbon brushes have a
center-to-center distance ranging between about 18 milli-
meters and 23 millimeters, and more particularly and center-
to-center distance equaling approximately 20 millimeters.
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Advantageously, it has been found that this transverse
arrangement and spacing of the carbon brushes introduces
the greatest concentration of charged ions into the moving
air stream and to the hands of the user without an attendant
and undesirable production of ozone.

Accordingly, the advantages of the present invention are
many. By providing a hand dryer assembly complete with an
ionization assembly, a more sanitary hand dryer assembly
and more particularly a more sanitary air stream is provided
with less drawbacks than the state of the art hand dryer
assemblies which utilize HEPA filters. Unexpectedly, the
hand dryer assembly of the present invention is more
effective than HEPA filters at reducing the amount of active
microorganisms introduced to the user’s hands during the
drying operation even without any filtering of the air stream
because the charged ions sanitize (1) the moving air stream
expelled by the hand dryer assembly, (2) the ambient air that
is entrained in the moving air stream once it exits the air
outlet of the hand dryer assembly, and (3) even the user’s
hands. This is highly beneficial because it has been found
that much of the air that hits the user’s hands is ambient air
that has been entrained by the moving air stream and HEPA
filters are limited to filtering only the air that passes through
the filter and dryer. The hand dryer assembly of the present
invention is also essentially maintenance free and does not
require filters, eliminating frequent filter replacement ser-
vicing, although optional filters may be added. This allows
elimination of the cost and downtime associated with filter
replacement. Additionally, the hand dryer of the present
invention does not degrade in performance over time as
there is no filter to become clogged and restrict air flow. The
hand dryer of the present invention is also more energy
efficient because the energy consumed by the ionization
device has been found to be substantially less than the
additional energy required to draw the moving air stream
through a filter, particularly a HEPA filter, particularly a
filter with trapped particles, as compared to a similar filter-
less hand dryer assembly.

Another unexpected advantage of the hand dryer assem-
bly of the present invention is that the charged ions emitted
by the ionization assembly effectively sanitize the hands of
the user as well as the surfaces of the hand dryer assembly
and even to some degree the support structure and floor near
the hand dryer assembly. It has been found that the charged
ions kill microorganisms that have accumulated on surfaces
just as proficiently as any airborne microorganisms that are
pulled in through the air inlet. This is an advantage over
prior art hand dryer assemblies because HEPA filters can
only address airborne microorganisms in air that passes
through the filter. This is also an advantage over prior art
HVAC systems that employ ionization tubes. In these HVAC
systems, the charged ions generated by the ionization tubes
serve only to sanitize or purify the air within these systems
and do not sanitize surfaces outside of the HVAC system
because all of the charged ions will have combined with
molecules by the time they would be expelled into the
ambient air and out of the HVAC ductwork.

The ionization assembly of the present invention also
represents an improvement over the prior art ionization
tubes, thus enabling the use of the ionization assembly in the
hand dryer assembly of the present invention. The size of the
ionization assembly of the present invention is much smaller
than prior art ionization tubes and is also much more
durable. This size and durability improvement allows for the
fitting of an ionization assembly into a hand dryer assembly.
The lack of durability of the glass tubes used in HVAC was
also a problem as many hand dryer assemblies must be
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vandal resistant given their use in public facilities, prisons,
high crime areas, and the like. The ionization assembly of
the present invention not only is very durable and reliable in
harsh conditions, it also introduces a higher concentration of
charged ions into the moving air stream than traditional
ionization tubes thus satisfying the requirements of sanitiz-
ing the high velocity, low volume moving air stream of the
hand dryer assembly all while generating no ozone. Another
added benefit is that the charged ions also combine with
airborne water molecules in the moving air stream or on the
hands of the user and thus may dry, or reduce the humidity
of, the moving air stream and provide quicker drying of the
hands. Finally, the plurality of bristles presented on the
carbon brushes of the ionization assembly provide for the
additional benefit of reduced fouling by airborne dirt and
dust as compared to an ionization assembly that presents
only a single pointed end since airborne dirt and dust may
foul the single pointed end preventing it from efficiently
generating charged ions. In accordance with the present
invention, the carbon brushes each include a plurality of
bristles to present many pointed ends which has been found
to reduce the chance of fouling.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other advantages of the present invention will be readily
appreciated, as the same becomes better understood by
reference to the following detailed description when con-
sidered in connection with the accompanying drawings
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of an exemplary hand
dryer assembly of the subject invention;

FIG. 2 is a partial exploded view the hand dryer assembly
shown in FIG. 1 and further illustrates an exemplary ion-
ization assembly mounted adjacent a blower assembly;

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of an exemplary ion
source of the ionization assembly in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a front perspective view of another exemplary
hand dryer assembly of the subject invention;

FIG. 5 is a partial sectional view of the hand dryer
assembly shown in FIG. 4 and further illustrates an exem-
plary ionization assembly;

FIG. 6 is a partial sectional view of the upper portion of
the hand dryer assembly shown in FIG. 4 and further
illustrates an exemplary ion source mounted in an air
channel adjacent to the nozzle;

FIG. 7 is a partial cross-sectional view of the upper and
middle portions of the hand dryer assembly shown in FIG.
4 taken along lines 7-7 and further illustrates the exemplary
ion source mounted in the air channel;

FIG. 8 is a front elevational view of the hand dryer
assembly shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 9 is a side elevational view of the hand dryer
assembly shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 10 is a front perspective view of the hand dryer
assembly shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 11 is a bottom elevational view of the hand dryer
assembly shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 12 is a top elevational view of the hand dryer
assembly shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 13 is a top cross-sectional view of the outer shell of
the hand dryer assembly shown in FIG. 4 taken along lines
13-13 and further illustrates the shape of the outer shell;

FIG. 14 is a front perspective view of the hand dryer
assembly shown in FIG. 4 and further illustrates the air
channel disposed within the housing;
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FIG. 15 is a front perspective view of the hand dryer
assembly shown in FIG. 1 and a splash guard mounted to the
support structure below the hand dryer assembly;

FIG. 16 is a front perspective view of the splash guard
shown in FIG. 15;

FIG. 17 is a front elevational view of the splash guard
shown in FIG. 15;

FIG. 18 is a side elevational view of the splash guard
shown in FIG. 15;

FIG. 19 is a top elevational view of the splash guard
shown in FIG. 15;

FIG. 20 is a bottom elevational view of the splash guard
shown in FIG. 15;

FIG. 21 is an exploded perspective view of the front of the
hand dryer assembly shown in FIG. 4 and further illustrates
the blower assembly and related component located within
the housing;

FIG. 22 is an exploded perspective view of the rear of the
hand dryer assembly shown in FIG. 4 and further illustrates
the backplate and the air channel integrally formed in the
backplate;

FIG. 23 is a rear elevational view of the backplate shown
in FIG. 22;

FIG. 24 is a right elevational view of the backplate shown
in FIG. 22;

FIG. 25 is a left elevational view of the backplate shown
in FIG. 22;

FIG. 26 is a partial cross-sectional view of the backplate
shown in FIG. 22 taken along lines 26-26;

FIG. 27 is a partial cross-sectional view of the backplate
shown in FIG. 22 taken along lines 27-27;

FIG. 28 is a bottom elevational view of the backplate
shown in FIG. 22;

FIG. 29 is a perspective view of another ionization
assembly which may be placed within the hand dryer
assemblies shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4,

FIG. 30 is an exploded perspective view of the ionization
assembly shown in FIG. 29;

FIG. 31 is an exploded perspective view of another
ionization assembly which may be placed within the hand
dryer assemblies shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4;

FIG. 32 is a side elevational view of the ionization
assembly shown in FIG. 31;

FIG. 33 is an enlarged elevational view of the base of the
ionization assembly shown in FIG. 29; and

FIG. 34 is a front perspective view of an exemplary hand
dryer assembly of the subject invention where the hand
dryer assembly is installed in a countertop adjacent a sink.

DESCRIPTION OF THE ENABLING
EMBODIMENT

Referring to the Figures, wherein like numerals indicate
corresponding parts throughout the several views, a hand
dryer assembly 20 for mounting on a support structure 22
and for drying the hands of a user is disclosed.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1-28, the hand dryer assembly 20
has a housing 24 including a backplate 26 and an outer shell
28. The backplate 26 is configured to mount against the
support structure 22. Typically, the support structure 22 is
the wall of a washroom where users use the hand dryer
assembly 20 to dry their hands after washing them. An outer
shell 28 is attached to the backplate 26 of the hand dryer
assembly 20. Generally, many of the components of the hand
dryer assembly 20 are disposed within the housing 24.
Surrounding the outer shell 28 is ambient air 30. The outer
shell 26 includes an air inlet 32 for receiving the ambient air
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30 disposed outside of the outer shell 28. More particularly,
air inlet 32 may be a plurality intake vents 34 disposed in the
outer shell 28. Thus, the air inlet 32 allows for the commu-
nication of ambient air 30 into the outer shell 28.

A blower assembly 36 is disposed within the outer shell
28 of the hand dryer assembly 20 for generating a moving
air stream 38. The blower assembly 36 includes a blower fan
40 and an electric motor 42. The electric motor 42 is coupled
to the blower fan 40 to drive the blower fan 40 at high
rotational speeds to produce the moving air stream 38.
Generally, the moving air stream 38 generated by the blower
assembly 36 has a velocity or air speed of at least 10,000
linear feet per minute (LFM) and a volume flow rate of less
than 100 cubic feet per minute (CFM) as measured at an air
outlet 44 of the hand dryer assembly 20. A blower support
46 connects the electric motor 42 and the blower fan 40 to
the backplate 26 of the hand dryer assembly 20. A blower
housing 48 is mounted to the blower support 46 and sur-
rounds at least part of the electric motor 42 and/or the blower
fan 40. The blower housing 48 includes an inlet window 50
and an outlet window 52. The inlet window 50 is in fluid
communication with the air inlet 32 of the outer shell 28 and
functions to draw ambient air 30 into the outer shell 28 and
the blower assembly 36. The outlet window 52 functions to
expel the moving air stream 38 from the blower assembly
36. A heating element 54 is optionally disposed in the blower
housing 48 adjacent the outlet window 52 for heating the
moving air stream 38 as it exits the blower housing 48. The
blower assembly 36 may further include an inlet shield 56
attached to the blower housing 48 and disposed over the inlet
window 50. As such, the inlet shield 56 includes a plurality
of holes for communicating air to the inlet window 50 and
serves to prevent objects such as wires disposed within the
outer shell 28 from becoming sucked into the inlet window
50 and impacted by the blower fan 40.

A nozzle 58 of annular shape as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and
6 extends through the outer shell 28 of the hand dryer
assembly 20. The nozzle 58 may have any desired size,
shape, or configuration. The nozzle 58 includes the air outlet
44 which discharges the moving air stream 38 from the hand
dryer assembly 20 into the ambient air 30 disposed outside
the outer shell 28. The air outlet 44 may be a single opening
or a plurality of openings each discharging at least a portion
of the moving air stream 38. A plenum 60 extends from the
outlet window 52 of the blower housing 48 to the nozzle 58.
As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 14, the moving air stream 38
is communicated from the blower assembly 36 through the
plenum 60 to the nozzle 58. Generally, the hand dryer
assembly 20 includes an air channel 62. This air channel 62
defines a flow path for the moving air stream 38 through the
hand dryer assembly 20 and may extend through one or
more components of the hand dryer assembly 20. For
instance, the air channel 62 may extend from the air inlet 32
and pass through the inlet window 50 of the blower assem-
bly 36. From there, the air channel 62 may extend through
the blower housing 48 and the outlet window 52 of the
blower assembly 36. Finally, the air channel 62 may extend
through the plenum 60 and the nozzle 58 to reach the air
outlet 44.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5, electricity is supplied to the
blower assembly 36 by a power source 64 or a controller 64.
It should be appreciated that the electricity has both voltage
and current. Operation of the hand dryer assembly 20 may
be governed by the controller 64. The controller 64 may be
mounted to the backplate 26 of the hand dryer assembly 20
and is electrically connected to the electric motor 42 and
optionally the heating element 54. The controller 64 supplies
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electricity of a pre-determined voltage to the electric motor
42 and optionally the heating element 54 of the blower
assembly 36. Specifically, a pair of blower wires 66 are
connected between the electric motor 42 and the controller
64 and a pair of heater wires 68 are optionally connected
between the optional heating element 54 and the controller
64. Accordingly, the electric motor 42 drives the blower fan
40 and generates the moving air stream 38 in response to
receiving electricity from the controller 64 through the pair
of' blower wires 66. The heating element 54 heats the moving
air stream 38 in response to receiving electricity from the
controller 64 through the pair of heater wires 68. While the
heating element 54 could take many forms, the heating
element 54, is optional and may employ electrical resistive
heating to heat the moving air stream 38. The controller 64
is electrically connected to a motion sensor 70 that is
mounted to the nozzle 58. The motion sensor 70 activates the
controller 64 in response to detecting the presence of the
hands of the user adjacent the nozzle 58. It should be
appreciated that the term motion sensor 70 as used herein is
meant to include any sensor capable of detecting the pres-
ence of the hands of the user adjacent the nozzle 58
regardless of whether the detection requires movement of
the hands. Alternatively, the controller 64 may be activated
by a push button or switch (not shown) mounted to the outer
shell 28 of the hand dryer assembly 20. Alternatively, the
controller 64 and blower assembly 36 may be programmed
to disperse ionized particles and air at a lower rate and
continuously between user activation phases.

Charged ions can be used to kill airborne microorganisms
and remove airborne odors and pollutants. As such, it would
be desirable to produce a hand dryer assembly 20 that
generates charged ions and transports them to the hands of
the user and surrounding surfaces to sanitize the same.
However, existing devices capable of generating charged
ions are not well suited for use in hand dryer assemblies 20.
Prior ionization tubes used with HVAC systems utilize a
cathode that is completely surrounded by a glass tube. The
inside of the glass tube contains a wire mesh that serves as
an anode. Charged ions are created in the spaced between the
cathode and the glass tube due to the high voltage difference
between the cathode and the anode disposed on the glass
tube. Such ionization tubes do not suit the demands of hand
dryer assemblies 20 for several reasons. First, glass by its
very nature has a fragile structure and is prone to breaking.
Hand dryer assemblies 20 are built to sustain impacts during
their service life and the presence of a glass ionization tube
would reduce the toughness of the hand dryer assembly 20.
Second, the glass tube requires a voltage high enough to
break down the dielectric strength of the glass which sub-
stantially increases the energy consumption of the ionization
tube as compared to the present invention and makes use of
such tubes as undesirable as typically only limited supply of
power available for one blower as well as the heating
element. Third, when the dielectric strength of the glass is
broken down, corona discharge is created which produces
significant ozone, a known health concern. Fourth, the glass
tube breaks down over time and must be regularly replaced
similar to incandescent light bulbs. The replacement cost for
the glass tube is extremely high and may require major
disassembly for replacement. Fifth, the concentration of
charged ions produced by these glass ionization tubes is not
sufficient for the higher velocity air stream produced by hand
dryer assemblies 20. HVAC systems generally have an air
stream velocity of less than 2,000 linear feet per minute
(LFM) and/or a volume flow rate that is greater than 400
cubic feet per minute (CFM). By contrast, hand dryer
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assemblies 20 have a much greater air stream velocity and
require a much higher concentration of charged ions to
effectively sanitize the quickly moving air stream and the
hands of the user. Finally, the size and shape of the glass
ionization tube does not fit well within the compact pack-
aging of a hand dryer assembly 20. All of these obstacles
counseled against the feasibility of fitting an ionization tube
within a hand dryer assembly 20.

The present invention presents a hand dryer assembly 20
that includes an ionization assembly 72 that is compact,
durable, energy efficient, and capable of introducing a high
concentration of charged ions directly into the moving air
stream of the hand dryer without any associated ozone
production. The hand dryer assembly 20 beneficially sani-
tizes the moving air stream 38, the hands of the user, and
surrounding surfaces of the hand dryer assembly 20 and/or
the washroom.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5-7, the hand dryer assembly 20
disclosed provides an ionization assembly 72 disposed along
the air channel 62. The ionization assembly 72 emits charged
ions directly into the moving air stream 38 to sanitize the
moving air stream 38 as well as the hands of the user. As
such, the moving air stream 38 quickly transports charged
ions to the hands of the user which act to kill microorgan-
isms including harmful viruses and bacteria. For example
testing has shown that the charged ions produced by the
ionization assembly 72 of the disclosed hand dryer assembly
20 kill over 99% of E. coli bacteria (a common washroom
microorganism) within the normal operation cycle of the
hand dryer assembly 20. In a similar fashion, the ionization
assembly 72 also sanitizes the moving air steam 38 and the
ambient air 30 that is entrained into the moving air stream
38 after the moving air stream 38 exits the air outlet 44. This
is important because a significant amount of the air that
impacts the hands of the user is not the moving air stream 38
discharged through the air outlet 44 of the hand dryer
assembly 20 but instead is ambient air 30 that has been
entrained into the moving air stream 38. The ionization
assembly 72 may also sanitize any surface of the hand dryer
assembly 20 and/or the support structure 22 that is impacted
by the moving air stream 38 and/or the entrained ambient air
30, such as the support structure 22 including the walls and
floor proximate to the hand dryer assembly 20. Of course, as
the distance from the hand dryer assembly 20 increases, the
number of available charged ions decreases because the
charged ions react with the molecules in the ambient air.
However, it has been found that the repeated cycling of the
hand dryer through multiple users over time provides
enough ions to effectively sanitize the surrounding support
structure and other surfaces across which the continued use
occurs.

The ionization assembly 72 of the hand dryer assembly 20
includes a plasma power supply 74. The plasma power
supply 74 is mounted to the backplate 26 and is electrically
connected to the controller 64 by a pair of power leads 76.
The power leads 76 may directly connect to and receive
electricity from the pair of blower wires 66. Regardless, the
plasma power supply 74 receives electricity from the con-
troller 64 and generates a voltage that is greater than the
pre-determined voltage of the electricity supplied by the
controller 64. In other words, the plasma power supply 74
receives electricity of the pre-determined voltage from the
controller 64 as an input. The plasma power supply 74 then
steps up or increases the voltage of the electricity supplied
by the controller 64. As a result of this voltage step up or
increase, the plasma power supply 74 outputs electricity that
has a voltage that is greater than the pre-determined voltage
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of the electricity supplied by the controller 64. Accordingly,
the plasma power supply 74 acts as a voltage regulator or
voltage conditioner which increases the voltage of the
electricity it receives from the controller 64 without chang-
ing the current. It should be appreciated that the current of
the electricity depends on the load of the ionization assem-
bly 72.

The ionization assembly 72 may further include at least
two ion sources 77. Referring to FIG. 3, the ion sources 77
may be at least one pair of carbon brushes 78 and may be
electrically connected to the plasma power supply 74 by a
pair of high voltage leads 80. The pair of carbon brushes 78
may be placed in the moving air stream 38 proximate to the
nozzle 58. The pair of carbon brushes 78 receive electricity
from the plasma power supply 74 via the pair of high voltage
leads 80, and as a result, the carbon brushes emit charged
ions into the moving air stream 38. It should be appreciated
that at any given time, one of the ion sources 77 act as a
cathode 82 while the other of the ion sources 77 act as an
anode 84 such that a voltage differential is maintained
between the two. In some circumstances, the charged ions
may only be emitted from only one of the ion sources 77 and
depending on the voltage supplied those ions may be posi-
tively charged or negatively charged. It should also be
appreciated that the electricity produced by the plasma
power supply 74 may be direct current (DC) electricity
where the charges of the carbon brushes 78 are opposite and
remain the same or alternating current (AC) electricity
where the pair of carbon brushes 78 are oppositely charged
for a given time value but where the charge of each carbon
brush 78 alternates. In other words, the ionization assembly
72 may be classified as a bipolar ionization device. As such,
it should be appreciated that the ionization assembly 72 may
simultaneously generate charged ions of opposite charges
(positive and negative charges). Each carbon brush 78 of the
pair of carbon brushes 78 may alternate between being
positively charged and negatively charged with time.
Accordingly, the each carbon brush 78 may switch between
being the cathode 82 (positively charged) and the anode 84
(negatively charged). Thus, the charged ions emitted by the
pair of carbon brushes 78 include both positively charged
ions and negatively charged ions. Switching the charges has
also been found to reduce unequal buildup of dust on one of
the brushes. While the present invention does not need
filters, it has been found that a filter prevents dust buildup on
the brushes and therefore improving the long term efficiency
of the carbon brushes 78.

The ion sources 77 of the ionization assembly 72 may
each present a single pointed end 86 and a base 88. Alter-
natively, where the ion sources 77 are carbon brushes 78,
each brush 78 also each present a plurality of bristles 90.
Each bristle 90 of the plurality of bristles 90 may include the
bristle base 88 and a bristle end 86 and may be made of one
or more carbon fibers. While carbon fibers have been found
to work well, other materials with similar electrical conduc-
tivity characteristics may be submitted. For example, stain-
less steel needles have been found to be a suitable material.
Thus, the bristles 90 of the ion sources 77 may be made of
a material other than carbon. The plasma power supply 74,
through the pair of high voltage leads 80, supplies electricity
to the base 88 of each bristle 90 as a flow of electrons. As
the electrons flow from the base 88 of the bristle 90 to the
bristle end 86, electrons are stripped off and discharged into
the moving air stream 38 as charged ions. This process
occurs given the voltage differential between the ion sources
77. The pair of carbon brushes 78 are supported along the air
channel 62 by a brush holder 92. As illustrated in FIG. 3,
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each of the carbon brushes 78 generally has a central axis A
extending through the middle of the clump of bristles 90 and
extending in the direction of their axial length. The brush
holder 92 supports the carbon brushes 78 such that the
central axis A of the carbon brushes 78 are substantially
aligned. As the term is used herein, aligned means that the
central axes A of the carbon brushes 78 generally extend in
the same direction such that any angle between the central
axes A is small. Preferably, the central axes A of the carbon
brushes 78 are parallel and spaced apart from one another.
The brush holder 92 may be mounted to the plenum 60 and
may support the pair of carbon brushes 78 transverse to the
moving air stream 38 such that the central axes A of the
carbon brushes 78 extend substantially transverse to a flow
direction of the moving air stream 38. Thus, the ion sources
77 extend through the plenum 60 and at least partially into
the air channel 62.

The spacing of the carbon brushes 78 is important because
when the center-to-center distance b between the carbon
brushes 78 is small, arcing can occur between the pair of
carbon brushes 78, which shortens the life of the pair of
carbon brushes 78 and such arching also produces ozone.
Ozone in certain quantities is toxic to humans over time so
safety considerations generally require the ozone free opera-
tion of indoor appliances such as hand dryers. On the other
hand, when the center-to-center distance b between the
brushes is large, fewer charged ions are generated for a given
level of electricity. With these considerations in mind, the
inventor has found a center-to-center distance b between
about 18 millimeters and 23 millimeters, and more particu-
larly equal to 20 millimeters, as measured between the
carbon brushes 78, to be optimal where arcing is eliminated
while maintaining a sufficient concentration of charged ions
emitted into the moving air stream 38 to achieve the desired
sanitizing effect. Of course changes in the applied voltage
may cause some changes in the spacing. As such, an
electrical potential of 5,000 volts (V) and 0.5 milliamps
(mA) is desired for such a spacing.

Referring now specifically to FIGS. 29-32, the ionization
assembly 72 may alternatively be a generally bar shaped unit
that is mounted within the air channel 62 of the hand dryer
assembly 20. This contrasts the embodiment described
above where the ion sources 77 extended through the
plenum 60 to partially project into the air channel 62. The
ionization assembly 72 may generally include base 94, the
anode 84, the cathode 82, and a power input terminal 96.
Where the ionization assembly 72 includes at least one pair
of carbon brushes 78, each carbon brush 78 of the pair
alternates being the anode 84 and the cathode 82 with the
alternating current (AC) electricity provided by the plasma
power supply 74. Alternatively, the anode 84 may be a
generally cylindrical tube that extends from the base 94
between a bottom end 98 and a top end 100. The cathode 82
may be spaced apart from the anode 84 and may partially
circumscribe the anode 84. A power input terminal 96 may
be integrated with the anode 84 or may engage the anode 84.
As illustrated in FIG. 30, the power input terminal 96 may
extend through the base 94 and extend a distance from the
base 94 for engaging the plasma power supply 74.

As illustrated in FIG. 29, the power input terminal 96 and
the anode 84 may be integral, meaning the power input
terminal 96 is formed from the anode 84. For example, the
power input terminal 96 may be machined into the bottom
end 98 of the anode 84. This may be done by turning the
bottom end 98 of the anode 84 on a lathe. The power input
terminal 96 has a top end 102 and a bottom end 104 and
receives high voltage electricity from the plasma power
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supply 74. The power input terminal 96, as illustrated, may
extend a distance away from the base 94 to allow for
connection to the plasma power supply 74. As illustrated in
FIG. 29, the power input terminal 96 may be directly
screwed into the plasma power supply 74 for selectively
securing the ionization assembly 72 to the plasma power
supply 74.

The top end 100 of the anode 84 may present the ion
sources 77 which may be a plurality of tines 105 or carbon
brushes 78. The ion sources 78 may be embedded into bores
106 that are spaced along the axial length of the top end 100
ofthe anode 84. Where tines 105 are used for the ion sources
78, the base 88 of the tines 105 is larger than the pointed end
86. Preferably, the pointed end 86 of each tine 105 has a
point. In other words, the tines 105 have a base 88 that is
embedded into a bore 106 spaced along the axial length of
the top end 100 of the anode 84 and the pointed end 86 of
the tines 105 forms a point. The diameter of the tines 105
from the base 88 to the pointed end 86 gradually decreases
until a point is formed. The tines 105 may be composed of
stainless steel, gold, titanium, brass, or any other conductive,
but oxidation resistant material.

The cathode 82 may be annular in shape and may partially
circumscribe the anode 84. The diameter of the cathode 82
may be slightly larger than the diameter of the anode 84, thus
providing a spaced apart relationship when the anode 84 is
placed within the cathode 82. The term partially circum-
scribes is intended to mean that the cathode 82 does not fully
encompass the anode 84. The cathode 82 has a first side and
a second side that are not engaged, but are spaced apart. In
one embodiment, the cathode 82 partially circumscribes the
anode 84 at an angle of greater than 180 degrees with respect
to the anode 84, but does not circumscribe the anode 84 at
an angle of 360 degrees.

The base 94 of the ionization assembly 72 may be any
type of insulated material that is capable of retaining the
anode 84. As illustrated in FIGS. 29 and 30, the base 94 of
the ionization assembly 72 may contain a mounting base 108
and a retention base 110. The mounting base 108 contains a
bore 112 that extends through the center of the mounting
base 108. The bore 112 may be threaded for receiving a
correspondingly threaded portion of the bottom end 98 of
the anode 84. Alternatively, the bore 112 may contain no
threads and may allow the anode 84 to extend therethrough
uninhibited. A correspondingly threaded nut 114 may be
utilized to selectively secure the anode 84 to the base 94, and
in particular the mounting base 108. The mounting base 108
may contain a top portion 116 and a bottom portion 118. The
bottom portion 118 of the mounting base 108 may be
threaded and the inside of the retention base 110 may contain
corresponding threads for selectively securing the mounting
base 108 to the retention base 110.

As illustrated in FIGS. 29 and 30, a conductive ring 120
may be engaged to the base 94. The conductive ring 120 may
be disposed between the plasma power supply 74 and the
retention base 110. The conductive ring 120 may further
include a metal bracket 122 that circumscribes the cathode
82. A grounding wire 124 having a first end 126 and a second
end 128 extend between the metal bracket 122 and the
conductive ring 120 wherein the first end 126 is engaged to
the metal bracket 122 and the second end 128 is engaged to
the conductive ring 120. The first end 126 and the second
end 128 of the grounding wire 124 may contain a circular
metallic lead 130 with a central bore 132. The metal bracket
122 and conductive ring 120 may each contain a conductive
screw 134 that is received within the central bore 132 of the
metallic lead 130 on the first end 126 and the second end 128
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of the grounding wire 124. A correspondingly threaded nut
114 may be disposed on the conductive screw 134 for
retaining the grounding wire 124 to the conductive ring 120
and metal bracket 122. In lieu of the conductive ring 120 and
metal bracket 122, the plasma power supply 74 may contain
a grounded biasing element 136. The grounded biasing
element 136 has a bottom portion and a top portion, wherein
the bottom portion is engaged to the plasma power supply 74
and the top portion is engaged to the cathode 82.

The top of the cathode 82 may be retained in a spaced
apart relationship to the anode 84 with a spacer 138. The
spacer 138 may be composed of rubber or another electri-
cally insulated material. That spacer 138 may have a circular
body 140 with a raised shelf at one end. The spacer 138 may
also contain a hollow bore 142 extending through the center
of the spacer 138. The hollow bore 142 of the spacer 138
may have a diameter slightly larger than the diameter of the
anode 84 for receiving the anode 84 into the hollow bore
142. The circular body 140 of the spacer 138 may have a
diameter slightly smaller than the diameter of the cathode
82, allowing the cathode 82 to fit around the circular body
140 of the spacer 138. The spacer 138 is designed to receive
a retention pin 144 that is received within an upper portion
of the hollow bore 142 of the spacer 138 and selectively
secures the anode 84 to the spacer 138.

The anode 84 may be composed of any material that can
conduct electricity. For example, the anode 84 may be
composed of brass or any other conductive, oxidation resis-
tant material. The tines 105 can also be manufactured out of
any material that conducts electricity such as tungsten or
stainless steel. The cathode 82 may be manufactured from
stainless steel or any other conductive, oxidation resistant
material. It should be noted that the cathode 82 and anode 84
may be of various sizes depending upon the specifications
and requirements of the hand dryer assembly 20. The
ionization assembly 72 is inserted into the plenum 60 of the
hand dryer assembly 20 so that the moving air stream 38
flows transverse to longitudinal length of the ion sources 77
on the anode 84. In other words, ionization assembly 72
should be positioned such that the ion sources 77 are upright
in relation to the moving air stream 38 such that the moving
air stream 38 is able to flow between the tines 105 or the
carbon brushes 78.

During use, the plasma power supply 74 supplies elec-
tricity to the power input terminal 96. As a result, electrons
flow along the length of the anode 84 and as the electrons
progress from the power input terminal 96 along the anode
84 the electrons contact the ion sources 78 and flow up from
the base 88 to the pointed end 86. When the electrons reach
the pointed end 86 of the tines 105 or the bristles 90 of the
carbon brushes 78, the electrons flow from the pointed end
86 of the tine 105 or bristle 90 of the anode 84 to the cathode
82 that may or may not partially circumscribes the anode 84.
Not all of the electrons that flow from the anode 84 are
collected by the cathode 82. Instead, the electrons that are
not collected by the cathode 82 flow into the surrounding
area and collide with air molecules and particles in the
moving air stream 38, thus ionizing the air molecules and
particles to generate the charged ions. The ionization of the
moving air stream 38 functions to clean the moving air
stream 38, remove odors, and reduce pollutants.

Referring to FIGS. 31 and 32, the ionization assembly 72
may also include a conductive portion 146 and a bar housing
148. The plasma power supply 74 may span the length of the
ionization assembly 72. The conductive portion 146 also
may span the length of the ionization assembly 72 and may
be disposed in close proximity to the plasma power supply
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74. The bar housing 148 may contain a cavity 150 for
retaining the plasma power supply 74 and the conductive
portion 146. Preferably, the bar housing 148 contains a back
and two side portions extending from the back and forming
the cavity 150 therein. The cavity 150 is designed to retain
and protect the plasma power supply 74 and the conductive
portion 146.

The conductive portion 146 may be made of any material
that conducts electricity. For example, the conductive por-
tion 146 may be composed of a thermoplastic polymer
imbedded with conductive material that allows the polymer
to conduct electricity. More specifically, the conductive
portion 146 may be composed of polypropylene impreg-
nated with carbon. However, any other resistive, inductive,
reactive, or conductive plastic or nonmetallic material may
be utilized for the conductive portion 146.

Again, the ionization assembly 72 may include a plurality
ofion sources 77 such as tines 105 or carbon brushes 78. The
ion sources 77 may be disposed on the conductive portion
146 and may be embedded into the bores 106 that are spaced
along the axial length of the top of the conductive portion
146. The bases 88 of the ion sources 77 may also be integral
with the conductive portion 146 and spaced along the axial
length of one side of the conductive portion 146.

As illustrated in FIGS. 31 and 32, an extrusion 152 may
be positioned between the plasma power supply 74 and
conductive portion 146 and the bar housing 148. The extru-
sion 152 may be made of a non-conductive material so that
the extrusion 152 acts as an insulator between the plasma
power supply 74 and the conductive portion 146 and the bar
housing 148. The extrusion 152 may also releasably secure
the plasma power supply 74 to the conductive portion 146,
wherein a pair of downwardly angled ribs 154 keep the ion
sources 78 properly aligned.

The plasma power supply 74 may include a high voltage
power supply wire 156 that spans the length of the ionization
assembly 72. The high voltage power supply wire 156 may
carry electricity having a voltage ranging between about
2,000 Volts to about 8,000 Volts, including all points in-
between. The high voltage power supply wire 156 creates an
electric field and the conductive portion 146, which acts as
a resistor, draws the electrons from the electric field. The
electrons migrate through the conductive portion 146 and
progress to the ion sources 77. The electricity output by the
plasma power supply 74 may have an alternating current
(AC) or direct current (DC) component, including a high
frequency component that allows for adjustment of the ion
concentration (e.g. a pulse wave). The conductive portion
146 and the ion sources 77 are designed to create positive
ions, negative ions, or both simultaneously. The conductive
portion 146 and ion sources 77 are designed to create a
differential voltage for attraction or opposition of a flowing
median of products within the flowing median, such as
contaminants in air.

The ionization assembly 72 may be configured without
the conductive portion 146. In accordance with this con-
figuration, the ion sources 77 are positioned adjacent the
plasma power supply 74 by the extrusion 152. The indi-
vidual ion sources 77 are thus inserted into corresponding
holes (not shown) within the bottom portion of the extrusion
152 and positioned adjacent the plasma power supply 74.
Referring to FIGS. 2 and 5, it should be appreciated that the
ionization assembly 72 itself may be disposed within the air
channel 62 of the hand dryer assembly 20 or may simply
include ion sources 78 that extend through the plenum 60
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and into the air channel 62 with all other components of the
ionization assembly 72 being disposed outside the air chan-
nel 62.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 9, the hand dryer assembly 20
generally can be divided into a lower portion 158, a middle
portion 160, and an upper portion 162, with reference to the
outer shell 28. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the nozzle 58 and the
air outlet 44 may be disposed adjacent the lower portion 158
of the outer shell 28. Accordingly, the blower assembly 36
may be disposed within the middle and upper portions 160,
162 of the outer shell 28 in this configuration. The air inlet
32 may take the form of a plurality intake vents 34 disposed
in the lower portion 158 of the outer shell 28 and the plenum
60 may take the form of a duct connected to the blower
housing 48 and the nozzle 58.

Now referring to FIG. 9, the hand dryer assembly 20 may
alternatively be configured with the nozzle 58 and the air
outlet 44 disposed adjacent the upper portion 162 of the
outer shell 28. Accordingly, the blower assembly 36 may be
disposed within the lower portion 158 of the outer shell 28
in this configuration and the air inlet 32 may take the form
of a plurality intake vents 34 disposed in the lower portion
158 of the outer shell 28. The middle portion 160 of the outer
shell 28 may thus present a contoured outer surface 164
being inwardly contoured to create an area for receiving the
hands of the user. In other words, the contoured outer surface
164 may include a concave well or pocket in the middle
portion 160 of the outer shell 28 for receiving the hands of
the user. Now referring to FIGS. 14 and 21, the nozzle 58
and the air outlet 44 are located along the contoured outer
surface 164 adjacent the upper portion 162 of the outer shell
28. The plenum 60 in this configuration may be integrally
formed in the backplate 26. To accommodate the contoured
outer surface 164 of the middle portion 160 of the outer shell
28, the plenum 60 integrally formed in the backplate 26 may
include an air outlet chamber 166 extending horizontally
from the backplate 26. It should be appreciated that the air
outlet chamber 166 is disposed within the upper portion 162
of the outer shell 28 and communicates the moving air
stream 38 to the nozzle 58. The ion sources 77 are then
mounted at least partially within the air outlet chamber 166
of'the plenum 60 such that the ion sources 77 are proximally
located to the air outlet 44.

In the exemplary hand dryer assembly 20 illustrated in
FIGS. 4-14 and 21-28, the user would place their hands
under the air outlet 44 proximate to an evaporation surface
168, which forms an indentation on the contoured outer
surface 164. It should be recognized that the outer shell 28
may be formed in a variety of sizes, shapes, styles, and
configurations, however, the hand dryer assembly 20 illus-
trated in FIGS. 4-14 is generally configured to have the
blower assembly 36 located on the opposing side of the air
outlet 44 relative to the area where the user would place their
hands for drying, such as the illustrated evaporation surface
168. This contrasts the hand dryer assembly 20 shown in
FIGS. 1-2 which has a blower assembly 36 configured such
that the air outlet 44 is directly proximate and in line with the
blower assembly 36 such that the entire hand dryer assembly
20 is located on one side of the hands such as above or below
the hands. The hand dryer assembly 20 shown in FIGS. 4-14,
through locating the blower assembly 36 and the air outlet
44 on opposing sides of the operator’s hands, allows for a
uniquely shaped, efficient, low-profile, and ADA compliant
hand dryer assembly 20 for location in high traffic areas. The
configuration of the outer shell 28, the blower assembly 36,
the backplate 26, and the air outlet 44 is more specifically
illustrated in FIG. 21-28.
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More particularly, the upper portion 162 of the outer shell
28 generally includes an air outlet 44 extending outward
from the support surface 22. The adjacent middle portion
160 of the outer shell 28 is located on the contoured outer
surface 164, where the outer shell 28 contours inward,
creating an area for the user to place their hands under the
air outlet 44. The lower portion 158 of the outer shell 28
generally includes an outward bulge from the support sur-
face 22, to allow sufficient room for the blower assembly 36
in the outward bulge, as illustrated in FIG. 21.

Referring to FIGS. 22-28, the unique backplate 26 of the
hand dryer assembly 20 provides a contoured one piece
member to channel air from a blower assembly 36 to air
outlet 44 with minimal assembly and is a space-saving
configuration. More specifically, it is very difficult to pro-
vide a hand dryer assembly 20 where the blower assembly
36 is located on the opposite side of the air outlet 44 of
where the user places their hands for drying, without using
expensive, hard to assemble tubing, while maintaining suf-
ficient air flow between the blower assembly 36 and the air
outlet 44. Since the high-speed air passing through the
tubing exhibits fluid characteristics, the tubing itself creates
design limitations on how much and how fast the air can
flow through, while also minimizing the power requirements
of'the blower assembly 36. For a hand dryer assembly 20, as
illustrated in FIG. 21, having an outer contoured surface 164
as illustrated, it is almost impossible to channel air from the
blower assembly 36 to the air outlet 44 with the use of
tubing, as the outer shell 28 would substantially minimize
the cross sectional area of any such tubing. More specifi-
cally, it would not only be difficult to assemble given the
minimal space, particularly in the middle portion 160 of the
outer shell 28, but any type of tubing or separate channels
routing the air would be susceptible to reduced air output,
particularly with high-speed hand dryers.

The backplate 26 disclosed includes an integrally formed
plenum 60 and allows for easy assembly and improved fluid
transfer of the air between the blower assembly 36 and air
outlet 44. In addition, the backplate 26 is specifically con-
figured to allow for easy replacement of existing dryers by
having areas that sit proud of the support structure 22, when
the hand dryer assembly 20 is mounted on the support
structure 22, thereby allowing easy routing of power from an
electrical service disposed along the wall to an integral
electrical box 170 on the backplate 26. The integrally
formed plenum 60 defines the air channel 62 that is specifi-
cally configured to induce velocity changes in the fluid
movement of the air through the air channel 62 and thereby
reduce the noise emitted by the hand dryer assembly 20
during operation. The air channel 62 may be divided into
three distinct areas, specifically an air entrance chamber 172,
an air passageway 174, and the air outlet chamber 166, each
having different volumes and cross sectional areas to pro-
vide improved air flow and reduced noise. One current issue
with high-speed hand dryers is that the noise, particularly
when multiple dryers operate in a washroom having hard
surfaces, the combined noise can be extremely loud. The
configuration of the backplate 26 and specifically the air
channel 62 defined by the backplate 26 all work together to
reduce noise.

The backplate 26 is expected to be formed out of a
composite material. For example, the backplate 26 may be
injection molded with all of the illustrated features directly
formed on the backplate 26 for easy assembly. The backplate
26 may be formed out of a semi-crystalline polybutylene
terephthalate material, which provides the desired structural
rigidity, is heat resistive, and includes sound absorbing
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properties. More specifically, the backplate 26 is preferably
formed out of a heat resistive material having acoustic
impedance. Of course, the backplate 26 may be formed from
other materials, such as Acrylonitrile butadiene styrene or
polycarbonate.

The air outlet chamber 166 is specifically configured to
have a decrease in velocity of the air relative to the other
portions of the air channel 62, such as through having an
increased volume relative to the air passageway 174 and air
entrance chamber 172. More specifically, the air outlet
chamber 166 is configured to allow for a velocity of air
reduction due to the expanded space relative to the air
passageway 174. This drop in velocity of the air reduces the
noise and as such, provides a quiet hand dryer assembly 20.
Of course, the air outlet chamber 166 may be formed in a
variety of sizes, styles and configurations, which partially
depend on the shape of the upper portion 162 of the outer
shell 28. Additionally, the backplate 26 may be molded with
the air channel 62 in place and an air passage cover plate 176
installed over the air channel 62. Although not illustrated, a
gasket seal may also be used to seal the air channel 62 and
prevent any air from exiting the air channel 62, other than
through the air outlet 44.

During operation, a user would place their hands near the
middle portion 160 of the outer shell 28 at which time the
motion sensor 70 would instruct the blower assembly 36 to
initiate its cycle. Power would be supplied from the elec-
trical box 170 to the blower assembly 36 which supplies the
moving air stream 38 to the air channel 62. It should be
appreciated that the blower assembly 36 generates the
moving air stream 38 by drawing ambient air 30 in through
the air inlet 32 in the outer shell 28 and if desired, through
the optional filter 178. The blower assembly 36 is expected
to be a high-speed unit producing an air speed or velocity of
at least 10,000 LFM at the air outlet 44 and would force air
into the air entrance chamber 172. The moving air stream 38
may be specifically directed against the walls creating a
turbulent effect and then is squeezed down through the air
passageway 178 increasing the velocity of the moving air
stream 38. As the moving air stream 38 enters the air outlet
chamber 166, it expands, reducing the velocity of the
moving air stream 38, which reduces the noise level asso-
ciated with operation of the blower assembly 36 and the
moving air stream 38 being forced through the air channel
62. The moving air stream 38 then exits through the nozzle
58 and specifically through the air outlet 44. After a certain
amount of time when no hands are detected by the motion
sensor 70, the blower assembly 36 would cycle down.

The hand dryer assembly 20 disclosed may further
include a splash guard 180 either integrated into the con-
toured outer surface 164 of the outer shell 28 or separately
disposed on an existing wall or support structure 22. The
hand dryer assembly 20 having the integrated splash guard
180 is generally illustrated in FIGS. 4-14 and 21-28, while
FIGS. 15-20 show a separate splash guard 180 is mounted
below the hand dryer assembly 20. Each of these hand dryer
assemblies 20 include a splash guard 180 generally includes
the evaporation surface 168, as well as sidewalls 182 that
cooperate to prevent moisture and water from being blown
off a person’s hands to surrounding support structure 22 such
as walls and floor. In addition, the evaporation surface 168
and sidewalls 182 cooperate and are so configured that
moisture being blown off of the hands onto the splash guard
180, especially during high-speed hand drying, is substan-
tially changed from the liquid to the gaseous state while on
the evaporation surface 168. As such, even when moisture is
blown off the hands onto the evaporation surface 168, it
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accumulates and runs down the evaporation surface 168
from the moving air stream 38 velocity pushing it down the
evaporation surface 168. The evaporation surface 168 is
specifically configured to ensure that the moisture evapo-
rates before it is ejected off an outer lip 184 of the evapo-
ration surface 168 at the end of the evaporation surface 168.
More specifically, as the splash guard 180, specifically the
evaporation surface 168 and sidewalls 182 trap and accu-
mulate moisture. The profile of the evaporation surface 168
is configured to evaporate any moisture before it is ejected
onto a user’s clothing or the floor. Thus, the splash guard 180
is substantially beneficial to facilities when properly
mounted for functional use, as the hand dryer assembly 20
and the splash guard 180 will have a portion below the 27"
from floor height, allowing the hand dryer assembly 20 with
integral splash guard 180, as well as the hand dryer assembly
20 with the separate splash guard 180, to be mounted in
hallways and protrude more than four inches from the wall,
and yet be in compliance with ADA requirements. In sum-
mary, the splash guard 180 addresses problems associated
with water or moisture being ejected off of the user’s hands
to surrounding surfaces, as well as providing an ADA
compliant package.

Referring to FIG. 34, the hand dryer assembly 20 dis-
closed may be installed in support structure 22 comprising
a countertop 184, and more particularly a countertop 184
adjacent a sink 186. In this configuration, the hand dryer
assembly 20 may not have the outer shell illustrated in the
other Figures. Instead, the blower assembly 36 may gener-
ally be mounted beneath the countertop 184. As with the
other configurations, the blower assembly 36 may have a
blower housing 48 presenting an outlet window 52. The
plenum 60 may generally extend from the outlet window 52
to a nozzle 58 disposed above the countertop 184. Accord-
ingly, the plenum 60 may generally extend through the
countertop 184 and communicates the moving air stream 38
from the blower assembly 36 to the air outlet 44 defined by
the nozzle 58. As such, the moving air stream 38 may
generally be directed into the sink 186 by the nozzle 58. This
is advantageous because water from the user’s hands is
simply blown off the hands and back into the sink 186. As
in the other configurations, the hand dryer assembly 20 may
include an ionization assembly 72. Again, the ion sources 77
of'the ionization assembly 72 are generally positioned in the
plenum 60, preferably adjacent the nozzle 58. The plasma
power supply 74 of the ionization assembly 72 is electrically
connected to the ion sources 77 and may be installed below
the countertop 184 along with the blower assembly 36. As
such, the charged ions generated by the ion sources 77 may
advantageously sanitize surfaces of the sink 186 and areas of
the adjacent countertop 184.

Referring again to FIG. 3, an ionization assembly 72 for
producing charged ions from an electrical voltage difference
is disclosed. Such an ionization assembly 72 may advanta-
geously be used in hand dryer assemblies 20 or in other
applications to sanitize the air or other objects. Such an
ionization assembly 72 generally includes a power supply 74
generating electricity having a high voltage difference and at
least one pair of carbon brushes 78 electrically connected to
the power supply 74. Accordingly, the carbon brushes 78
receive electricity from the power supply 74 such that the
carbon brushes 78 have opposing charges at any given time.
It should be appreciated that opposing charges, as used
herein, is meant to describe a voltage difference between the
carbon brushes 78 such that one of the carbon brushes 78 is
positively charged while the other carbon brush 78 is nega-
tively charge at a given moment in time. It should also be
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appreciated that direct current (DC) or alternating current
(AC) electricity can be used and that where alternating
current (AC) electricity is used the charges of the carbon
brushes 78 may vary with time but always oppose each
other. Additionally, the power supply 74 may step-up the
voltage of the electricity. In other words, the power supply
74 may receive electricity of a pre-determined voltage and
generate electricity having a voltage that is greater than the
pre-determined voltage for transmission to the carbon
brushes 78.

The ionization device 72 includes a brush holder 92
supporting the carbon brushes 78 in an aligned and spaced
relationship with respect to one another. Again, the term
aligned describes an arrangement of the carbon brushes 78
where the central axes A of the carbon brushes 78 generally
extend in the same direction such that any angle between the
central axes A is small. Preferably, the central axes A of the
carbon brushes 78 are parallel and spaced apart from one
another. A plurality of bristles 90 extend from each of the
carbon brushes 78 with each bristle 90 including a bristle
base 88 and a bristle end 86. The bristle base 88 receives
electrons from the electricity supplied by the power supply
74 and the bristle end 86 discharges the electrons as charged
ions in response to the electrons flowing from the bristle
base 88 to the bristle end 86. The pair of carbon brushes 78
are electrically connected to the power supply 74 by a pair
ot high voltage leads 80. More particularly, the bristles 90 of
the carbon brushes 78 are attached to the pair of high voltage
leads 80 by an electrical crimp connector that receives the
bristle bases 88.

Preferably, carbon brushes 78 are spaced apart with a
center-to-center distance b ranging between 18 millimeters
and 23 millimeters. Additionally, each of said bristles 90
may be configured to have an exposed length ranging
between 2 millimeters (mm) and 4 millimeters (mm) and the
bristle base 88 may have a diameter ranging between 0.0762
millimeters (mm) and 0.381 millimeters (mm). It should be
appreciated that the term exposed length, as used herein, is
measured along the portion of the bristle 90 that is exposed
to the air. For each carbon brush 78, the plurality of bristles
90 are arranged together form a clump. This clump may be
configured to have an overall diameter ranging between 2
millimeters (mm) and 4 millimeters (mm) as measured
circumferentially around the clump adjacent the bristle ends
86 and an overall diameter ranging between 1 millimeter
(mm) and 2 millimeters (mm) as measured circumferentially
around the clump adjacent the bristle bases 88.

Obviously, many modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in light of the above teachings
and may be practiced otherwise than as specifically
described while within the scope of the appended claims.
These antecedent recitations should be interpreted to cover
any combination in which the inventive novelty exercises its
utility. The use of the word “said” in the apparatus claims
refers to an antecedent that is a positive recitation meant to
be included in the coverage of the claims whereas the word
“the” precedes a word not meant to be included in the
coverage of the claims. In addition, the reference numerals
in the claims are merely for convenience and are not to be
read in any way as limiting.

What is claimed is:
1. A hand dryer assembly for drying the hands of a user,
said hand dryer assembly comprising:
a blower assembly for generating a moving air stream
having an operational cycle with a normal airstream
velocity of at least 10,000 linear feet per minute,
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an air channel extending from an air inlet through said

blower assembly to an air outlet;

an ionization assembly including a plasma power supply

electrically coupled to at least two ion sources and
wherein said at least two ion sources are at least
partially disposed within said air channel, and wherein
said ionization assembly is at least partially disposed
within an outer shell and free from glass and wherein
said ionization assembly is configured to avoid the
production of ozone; and

a motion sensor capable of detecting a user activation

through the presence of the hands of the user and
configured to activate said blower assembly and said
ionization assembly in response to the user activation,
and wherein the blower assembly and ionization assem-
bly after removal of the user activation are configured
to operate for at least a specified time interval at a
reduced air stream velocity.

2. Ahand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein each of said
ion sources include a base and a plurality of carbon fibers
extending from said base.

3. Ahand dryer assembly of claim 2 wherein each of said
bases are electrically coupled to said plasma power supply
and have opposing and alternating charges during operation.

4. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said ion
sources are located proximate to said air outlet.

5. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 further including a
power source supplying electricity of a pre-determined
voltage to said blower assembly and wherein said plasma
power supply is electrically connected to said power source
to receive electricity therefrom and generate electricity
having a voltage that is greater than the pre-determined
voltage.

6. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said ion
sources are located transversely to said air channel.

7. A hand dryer assembly of claim 6 wherein said ion-
ization assembly includes a brush holder supporting said ion
sources in parallel and spaced relationship with respect to
one another.

8. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said ion
sources are at least one pair of carbon brushes disposed in
spaced apart arrangement with a center-to-center distance
ranging between 18 millimeters and 23 millimeters.

9. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said ion
sources are at least one pair of carbon brushes each present-
ing a plurality of bristles with each bristle including a base
and a pointed end for stripping electrons from electricity
generated by said plasma power supply as the electrons flow
from said base to said pointed end where the electrons are
discharged into the moving air stream as charged ions.

10. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 further including a
controller electrically connected to said blower assembly for
supplying alternating current electricity of a pre-determined
voltage to said blower assembly and wherein said ionization
assembly includes at least one pair of carbon brushes being
oppositely charged and electrically connected to said plasma
power supply to receive electricity from said plasma power
supply and emit charged ions of opposite charges into the
moving air stream.

11. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said ion
sources are a pair of carbon brushes mounted perpendicu-
larly along said air channel such that said pair of carbon
brushes extend transversely to a flow direction of the mov-
ing air stream.

12. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said plasma
power supply of said ionization assembly receives electricity
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from said hand dryer assembly through a pair of power leads
and supplies electricity to said ion sources through a pair of
high voltage leads.

13. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said air
outlet is spaced from and disposed vertically above said
blower assembly and said air channel includes an air expan-
sion chamber extending above said blower assembly to said
air outlet and said ion sources of said ionization assembly
being mounted to said air expansion chamber.

14. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said air
outlet is disposed vertically below said blower assembly and
said air channel includes a plenum extending between said
blower assembly and said air outlet and said ion sources of
said ionization assembly being mounted to said plenum.

15. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said ion
sources are at least a pair of carbon brushes extending
through a wall forming said air channel.

16. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said ion
sources are disposed along a holder extending transversely
within said air channel.

17. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 further comprising
a housing including a backplate and an outer shell defining
at least one of said air inlet and said air outlet.

18. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 further including a
heating element mounted within said air channel and said
heating element increasing the temperature of said moving
airstream exiting said air outlet to between 55 and 75
degrees Fahrenheit above ambient room temperature.

19. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said blower
assembly and said ion sources are programmed to operate
for at least a specified time interval at a reduced air stream
velocity after each normal operational cycle.

20. A hand dryer assembly of claim 19 wherein said
reduced airstream velocity is less than 3,000 linear feet per
minute and has a volume flow rate of less than 25 cubic feet
per minute and wherein said operational cycle has a normal
air stream velocity of at least 10,000 linear feet per minute.

21. A hand dryer assembly for drying the hands of a user
comprising:

an outer shell,

a blower assembly disposed within said outer shell for
generating a moving air stream having a velocity of at
least 10,000 LFM and a volume flow rate of less than
100 CFM,
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an air outlet for discharging the moving air stream from
said hand dryer assembly into ambient air disposed
outside said outer shell,

an air channel extending through said blower assembly

and to said air outlet for communicating the moving air
stream to said air outlet, and

an ionization assembly including a plasma power supply

and at least two ion sources disposed at least partially
within said air channel emitting charged ions directly
into the moving air stream to sanitize the hands of the
user and the moving air steam and the ambient air
entrained into the moving air stream after the moving
air stream exits said air outlet and wherein said ion-
ization assembly is configured to avoid the production
of ozone and wherein said at least two ion sources are
free from glass, and wherein said at least two ion
sources alternate between positive and negative and at
least one of said two ion sources is proximate to a
grounded biasing element; and

a motion sensor for sensing activating the blower assem-

bly and ion assembly in response to a user activation
and wherein the blower assembly and ionization assem-
bly after removal of the user activation are configured
to operate for at least a specified time interval at a
reduced air stream velocity of less than 3,000 linear feet
per minute.

22. A hand dryer assembly of claim 21 wherein each of
said ion sources include a base and a plurality of carbon
fibers extending from said base.

23. A hand dryer assembly of claim 22 wherein each of
said bases are electrically coupled to a plasma power supply
and have opposing charges during operation.

24. A hand dryer assembly of claim 21 wherein said ion
sources are located proximate to said air outlet.

25. A hand dryer assembly of claim 21 further including
a power source supplying an electricity of a pre-determined
voltage to said blower assembly and wherein said plasma
power supply is electrically connected to said power source
to receive electricity therefrom and generate electricity
having a voltage that is greater than the pre-determined
voltage.

26. A hand dryer assembly of claim 1 wherein said ion
sources are located transversely to said air channel.

#* #* #* #* #*
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